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Education underpins ASEAN
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ASEAN Education Ministers Meeting (ASED)

Education underpins ASEAN community building. Education lies at the core of ASEAN’s
development process, creating a knowledge-based society and contributing to the enhancement
of ASEAN competitiveness. ASEAN also views education as the vehicle to raise ASEAN
awareness, inspire the “we feeling”, and create a sense of belonging to the ASEAN Community
and understanding of the richness of ASEAN’s history, languages, culture and common values.

At the 11th Summit in December 2005, ASEAN Leaders set new directions for regional
education collaboration when they welcomed the decision of the ASEAN Education Ministers to
convene the ASEAN Education Ministers’ Meetings (ASED) on a regular basis. The Leaders
also called for ASEAN Education Ministers to focus on enhancing regional cooperation in
education.

As the collective entity to enhance regional cooperation in education, the ASEAN Education
Ministers identified four priorities that ASEAN cooperation on education would address, namely:
(i) Promoting ASEAN Awareness among ASEAN citizens, particularly youth; (ii) Strengthening
ASEAN identity through education; (iii) Building ASEAN human resources in the field of
education; and (iv) Strengthening ASEAN University Networking. To this end, various projects
and activities have been/are being developed/organised to fulfil the directives.

In recognition of the Southeast Asian Ministers of Education Organization’'s (SEAMEO)
contribution to human resource development in the region since 1965, the Education Ministers
agreed that the existing ASEAN and SEAMEO forums on education should integrate their
respective programmes and activities in a complementary manner. The priorities of ASEAN
cooperation on education would be undertaken through collaboration with SEAMEO.

ASEAN cooperation on education is overseen at the Ministerial level by an ASEAN Education
Ministers Meeting — which meets annually — and the implementation of the programmes and
activities for education matters is carried out by the ASEAN Senior Officials on Education
(SOM-ED), which reports to the ASEAN Education Ministers Meeting. SOM-ED also oversees
cooperation on higher education, which is coordinated by the ASEAN University Network

(AUN). The AUN was established to serve as an ASEAN mechanism to (i) Promote
cooperation among ASEAN scholars, academicians, and scientists in the region; (ii) Develop
academic and professional human resource in the region; (iii) Promote information dissemination

among the ASEAN academic community; and, (iv) Enhance the awareness of regional identity
and the sense of '‘ASEANness’ among members. Visit the AUN website at www.aun-sec.org.
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“PLEDGE our resolve and commitment to strengthen
education to realize an ASEAN Community of Actions, a
Community of Connectivity and a Community of and for
the Peoples of ASEAN.”
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From Localization to Globalization
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Think #& Different

“Lincoln did not have a Website at the log cabin where his parents
home-schooled him, and he turned out pretty interesting. Historical
precedent shows that we can turn out amazing human beings without
technology. Precedent also shows that we can turn out very

uninteresting human beings with technology.
It’s not as simple as you think when you're in your 20s -

that technology’s going to change the world.

In some ways it will, in someways it won’t.”
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“As a baby, we cry to get mom’s and dad’s attention;

- As a girl and a boy, we beg to get toys and satisfaction;

As a youth and a student, we draw a path to our destination;

- As an adult,we fulfill our dreams and aspiration;

As a senior, we plough and plant seeds for the next generations!”
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